FOR LAWREN SAMPLE AND JESSE HOY, the
busy Los Angeles intersection of Griffith Park
Boulevard and Hyperion Avenue is the most
romantic place in the world. it's where the pair,
who met via mutual friends on MySpace, ended
their first date in 2005. And where, four years
later to the day, Jesse knelt down and proposed.
When it came to planning their wedding, Law-
ren, who is originally from Mississippi, and Jesse,
a California native, wanted guests to be relaxed
and comfartable—and above all, to have a blast.
“Our number-one goal was that nobody would
look at their watch the entire time,” says Jesse.
They decided on Willow Creek Farm in Paso
Rables, California, a bucolic plot of land right next
door to Jesse’s childhood home. And their chosen
picnic theme (with a heavy dose of Southern flair
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Music and fashion go hand in hand. There's David Bowie and
Iman. Seal and Heidi Klum. And now Jesse, a drummer, and Lawren,
a celebrity stylist, who made it official in the California sunshine.
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to celebrate Lawren’s roots) became as collab-
orative as a barn raising. Talented loved ones
chipped in on everything from constructing
centerpieces to crafting wooden signs.

On May 8, 2010, chartered scheol buses
shuttied all 210 partygoers out to the farm,
where they kicked off the celebration with Fat
Tire and Pabst beers {brown bags opticnal).
Then they claimed seats on vintage quilts that
dotted the lawn for the heartfelt ceremony

After a Champagne-cork salute to the newly-
weds, the party really got started. Guests traded
in tickets for hayrides, played old-fashioned
games like Parcheesi, loaded mismatched plates
with comfart food, and danced to a live band
under strings of tiny twinkling lights. And not
asingle person so much as glanced at the time.



QPPOSITE: BRYAN GARDMNER

the bright beginnings
Clockwise from top: Jesse’s niece and Lawren's nephew carry baskets
of daisy petals down the aisle. The bride’s bougquet of roses, peonies, and
trailing sweetpeas is lush and untamed; "l wanted it to look like I'd
picked the flowers myself” she says. Mad Men star Christina Hendricks,
a friend of Lawren’s, embraces the picnicky dress code with a Ralph
Lauren suit jacket and a prairie skirt. The just-hitched cauple and some
of their guests pile onto the flatbed of a trailer filled with bales of hay
and decerated with lace and handcrafted flags.
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the sweet celebration

This page (clockwise from top): Stylin’ friends pese in front of the barn doors,
mint juleps in hand. Slices of tree trunks, set in homemade sod boxes, prop up peo-
nies and roses in glass bottles. Home-style foods, like fried pickles, mini root-beer
floats, and bite-size chicken and waffles, fill the buffet. Cheerful birds that the bride
found at a crafts store perch atop the intentionally homemade-looking cake.
Opposite: The cauple share a kiss, "After the ceremony, | realized we were going
to be together forever—it was super romantic,” says Lawren

THERE'S MORE TO SEE ONLINE! For projects and ideas from this affair, go to
MARTHASTEWARTWEDDINGS.COM/FALL2011
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Opposite: Bridesmaids, wearing
vintage dresses in rainbow-
sherbet hues, surround Lawren
Sample, who chose a strapless
French-lace Monique Lhuillier
gown for herself. *I'm always
dressing other people up, so | was
really excited to put an some-
thing fancy,” she says.

This page: Jesse Hoy, in Jacob
Kozinn, holds tight to his new
bride (and she to him) as they
wind their way dewn Willow
Creek Farm's stone patgm. il






